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Reviews 125 

The Development of Trinitarian Doctrine in the Nicene and 
Athanasian Creeds. A study in Theological Definition. By William 
Samuel Bishop, D.D. New York : Longmans, Green & Company. Paper 
viii+85. 1910. 

This short but compact treatise — of only fifty-four pages in 
the body, with thirty more of valuable appendices — keeps itself 
strictly aloof from all question or controversy as to the reason or 
necessity, the utility or use, the help or hindrance, of creeds. 
It confines itself to the simple task of investigating and tracing 
the actual origin and development of Trinitarian doctrine, his- 
torical, logical, and spiritual, — as in process, as completed, and 
as defined in the Nicene and Athanasian Creeds. The chief 
interest centres in the very exact, scholarly, and interesting 
comparison and contrast drawn between the opposite directions, 
methods, and forms of statement observed in the two creeds. 
The Nicene, or real Athanasian and Oriental, is genetic, vital, 
evolutional, advancing by living process from source or origin to 
end or completion. Even God is conceived and defined evo- 
lutionally, as is Creation, and Redemption. It looks at all these 
from a beginning, even where the beginning and the whole pro- 
cess or development are not only eternal but eternally complete. 
The so-called Athanasian Creed, on the contrary, the real 
Augustinian and Western, manifestly looks backward from the 
end to the beginning, — or rather from an established conclusion 
back to all the postulates inherent or involved in it. If Father, 
Son, and Holy Ghost are each God, as they are in the Faith of 
the Church, then they are each so absolutely, or in all that God- 
head connotes ; and they are so neither to the disruption of the 
Divine Unity, nor to the confusion or obliteration of the Trinity. 
The interest of this contrast is in the exposition and details of 
it, which cannot be done justice in briefer space than the author's 
own clear, accurate, and succinct argument. The three appen- 
dices give in convenient and interesting form the patristic data 
upon which the conclusions of the treatise are based. 

The book is written with an open mind, and both science and 
logic, while freely used in the interest and cause of divine truth 
and life, are subordinated to the prior and higher witness of 
spirit and religious experience. W. P. D. 



